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Introduction

In the last SWG3 meetings there are some protocols introduced for the MM7 reference point.

Comverse will introduce in the Edinburgh contribution [1] MMPP, an enhancement of PAP on the MM7 reference point. The proposal deals with SMTP and an additional PAP extension. Another contribution was from Hutchison 3G. In this contribution HTTP “with middleware such as CORBA, RMI and Microsoft’s DCOM” was preferred. In our first CR for the MM7 reference point SWG3 decided, that an existing and common protocol should be used for MM7. One example was SMTP. We have to decide for Release 5, which protocol is a good solution for MM7. 

Discussion

For sending and receiving of Messages over the MM7 reference point, it is important to manage authentication, authorisation or VASP Profiles.

In the Comverse contribution this work should be done by PAP. But PAP can not handle this security relevant issues. The PAP is not powerful enough to support the whole functionalities of the MM7 reference point. It is necessary to include enhancements to PAP. The PAP is based on XML over HTTP/Push, so why not using directly XML/SOAP over the HTTP? 

With XML/SOAP it is easy to develop enhancements for future requirements. It is an object oriented protocol, where you can easily define new objects to extend the functionalities on MM7. When a new feature should be implemented in PAP, it is necessary to extend the protocol in an inadequate way. 

When looking at the internet, the more future oriented and accepted protocol is XML/SOAP instead of PAP. Most of the content provider using XML/SOAP today already for sending messages or information. With XML/SOAP you can easily develop an secure access to existing application server in the internet.

Any way, we have to decide very careful, what protocol we want to have to realise the future requirements. This is a main feature to bring VASP to MMS and this will be one of the key features for the success of MMS (See BT Wireless Paper [3]).

Summary

It is important to identify a protocol that can guarantee a secure, easily to implement and extensible framework. It is also important to find use cases to identify the requirements of the MM7 reference point and an appropriate protocol to support this requirements.
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